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W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E S  

SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist & Sunday        

                School 

Nursery available during service. 

CLERGY 

The Rev . Susan C. Rich, Priest  

 revsuerich@gmail.com 

Cell: 810-706-0654 

PH: 810-664-2841 

EM: gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net 

STAFF 

Lori Schmidt, Admin. Assistant 

Kathy Levitt, Custodian 

Nick Ward, Music Director 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday- 9:00a-1:00p 

Friday—Closed 
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Dear Grace Community, 

 

     As I write this the sun is 

shining, the sky is blue and 

there is a gentle 74° breeze. It 

seems as if summer may arrive 

after all! This lovely weather 

turns my thoughts to annual 

summer events like pleasant 

walks, going up north, visiting 

loved ones, Fourth of July 

events, our upcoming yard sale, 

Tigers game and selling egg 

rolls at Lapeer Days. 

     My thoughts also turn to the 

greater Episcopal Church and 

our upcoming General Conven-

tion (GC). Every three years 

representatives from each dio-

cese gather for this momentous 

event. We have a big family 

reunion and conduct necessary 

business for the good of the 

Church. 

     Every third GC we elect a 

new Presiding Bishop (PB). 

This is the individual who pro-

vides us with leadership and 

represents us in the Anglican 

Communion and the world. GC 

will be meeting in Salt Lake 

City, Utah from June 23 

through July 3 with the election 

of a new PB on Saturday, June 

27. 

     The Joint Nominating Com-

mittee for the Election of the 

Presiding Bishop has presented 

the following four nominees: 

The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Brei-

denthal, Bishop of Southern 

Ohio; The Rt. Rev. Michael B. 

Curry, Bishop of North Caro-

President of the House of 

Deputies The Rev. Gay 

Jennings and all who will 

be working at GC in your 

prayers. 

     The following prayers 

can be found on page 816 

in the Book of Common 

Prayer. Almighty and  

everliving God, source of 

all wisdom and under-

standing, be present with 

those who take counsel 

during General Convention 

for the renewal and mis-

sion of your Church. Teach 

us in all things to seek first 

your honor and glory. 

Guide us to perceive what 

is right, and grant us both 

the courage to pursue it 

and the grace to accom-

plish it; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
     Almighty God, giver of 

every good gift: Look gra-

ciously on your Church, 

and so guide the minds of 

those who shall choose a 

Presiding Bishop for The 

Episcopal Church, that we 

may receive a faithful pas-

tor, who will care for your 

people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
In Christ's love, 

Rev. Sue 

 

 

lina; The Rt. Rev. Ian T. 

Douglas, Bishop of Connecti-

cut; and The Rt. Rev. Dabney 

T. Smith, Bishop of South-

west Florida. 

     Information on each nomi-

nee can be found at 

www.generalconvention.org/

pbelect. There is a link to a 

video of each nominee and to 

the Nominee Booklet which 

contains a list of strengths, 

gifts and practices needed as 

well as each nominee’s cur-

rent position, their vision for 

The Episcopal Church and 

biography. 

     I invite you to attend the 

General Convention Regional 

Meeting at St. Dunstan's, 

Davison (1523 N. Oak at the 

corner of M-21) on Wednes-

day, June 3 from 7:00-

8:30pm. Bishop Todd Ousley 

and deputies will provide us 

with information on the issues 

that will be addressed and 

answer questions.  If you 

would like to car pool give me 

a call! 

     During GC there will be 

daily updates provided 

through the diocesan website 

(www.eastmich.org) which 

also provides links to other 

avenues of information. 

     I urge you to keep the 

nominees for Presiding 

Bishop, the House of Depu-

ties, the House of Bishops 

including Presiding Bishop 

Katherine Jefferts-Schori, 

http://us.mc836.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=revsuerich@yahoo.com
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Vestry Meeting Highlights May 20 

G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

                   

 

 

 

 Our meeting began at 5:35pm with an Opening Prayer by Nancy Wells.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 7:40pm with a closing prayer by Harold Schneider. 

 The Minutes for April’s Vestry meeting minutes were approved.  April’s financial report 

was shared and approved. 

 Harold provided information about the tickets available for the June Tiger baseball 

game.  If you are interested in going and had not previously signed up, please call the office for 

more information. Harold will be cancelling our trip in September—this date falls during     

Labor Day weekend. 

 Rev. Sue and Harold shared their reflections about the latest Diocesan Church Develop-

ment Institute weekend. Both stated they felt they are developing bonds with other partici-

pants, a deeper self-sense of spirituality, and the growth of Grace’s spiritually with the ideas 

they are bringing back to Grace. 

 The Vestry shared reflections about the Vestry Retreat held in April.  Everyone agreed it 

was a day we each learned something new about each one of us and ourselves.  Of course, the 

wonderful meal was mentioned! 

 An update was given on the ECW’s effort to obtain a Food License from the county. 

Lori and Lauraine are currently waiting for the county come to Grace for an inspection. 

 Our next Vestry meeting will be June 10th @ 5:30pm. Please note our meetings will 

now begin an hour earlier. Guests are always welcome. 
Blessings,  

Mary Kay Mason 

Clerk of the Vestry 

WE DID IT! We raised enough to sponsor a Dominican 

Republic Student Scholarship recipient. Thank-you to 

everyone who gave to the loose offerings to support this 

great outreach ministry.  Will provide more information 

when we learn about our student. The remaining balance 

of $142 was sent to support the Cheyenne River Indian 

Reservation mission.  



V O L U M E  1 7 ,  I S S U E  6  P A G E  3  

        Pentecost has come and our snowbirds have returned home.  The weather 
has become much better and the grass is green and growing much faster than 

we have time to keep it trimmed.  Vacations are being planned and our choir will 

be off for the summer.  By the way, we are extremely fortunate to have such a 
wonderful music team.  

     Keep in mind that the ECW will be staging another huge yard sale.  Now is 

the time to dig all that stuff that you thought you would use, but didn't, out of 
your storage rooms, basements, and closets, and bring it in for the sale.  Last 

year’s sale was great, this year’s should be better. 

     We still have 6 tickets available for the Tiger trip.  We would love to have you 
come along and enjoy some good company and a good game.  June 26th is fast 

approaching, please plan to attend.  Last year we had a 50/50 drawing and gave 

away several door prizes. 
     Our vestry meetings are open to all in the congregation and we would enjoy 

seeing some new faces.  You actually might have a good time.  Plan to attend on 

the 2nd Wednesday at 5:30pm.        

   God Bless,  

Harold Schneider 

SENIOR WARDEN Report 

WE NEED YOU!!!! 

Still have 6 tickets left for the Tiger Baseball  

game in June.  $73.00 per person includes round-

trip motor coach to Comerica and ticket to the 

game.  Please help us sell these tickets so we can 

at least break even on this event. 

 See Harold Schneider for more information. 

          APRIL FINANCIALS 
    2015           2014 

 
Pledge & Loose Offerings   $  8,337.50  $   4,917.00 

Total Monthly Revenue   $ 10,982.81       8,255.71 

Total Monthly Expenses   $11,001.83                   13,217.18 

Monthly Surplus/(Deficit)                          $(     49.02)              $ ( 4,961.47) 

 

Cash & Equivalents                $31,305.20   $48,688.49 
 

If anyone has any questions, please contact the Treasurer, Robert W. Thomas, at 810-664-7555 

(office) or 810-441-7225 (mobile).            Bob Thomas 
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Food for Families Report 
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     This month we have served baked chicken, four-pasta beef bake, barbequed pork country ribs, and 

beef stew. We served 335 meals. 

     The church has finally received the food license from the Health Department. The morning and af-

ternoon crews are settling in with the procedure changes we have had to make. Thanks to all for their 

patience. 

Lauraine Ferris 
LaVern Warner 

Can you help? 
Andrew Weakley will be moving from his current home to an apartment on 
Wednesday, July 1.  He is in need of some strong folks with vehiclesðtrucks 
would be most helpful.  Please contact Lori at the office if you can help. 

 E.C.W. (Episcopal Church Women) Newsé 

 The ECW of Grace met on Sunday, May 17, 2015.  In our meeting, both the minutes and finan-

cial reports were approved. We discussed and planned the upcoming Yard Sale, updates on the Food 

License, and how to cover shifts at the Thrift Shop. 

 The Yard Sale is Thursday and Friday, June 18th and 19th. We are looking for donations. Cloth-

ing donations can be taken to the Thrift Shop; we will be focusing on goods in the Parish hall.  The 

Thrift Shop will be open for visitors who are interested in clothes.  Also, clean any items you bring in, 

this will make our pricing day go much quicker.  Items may be brought in and put in the nursery.  

Thank you Darlene for heading up this fundraiser!! 

 Lauraine and Lori continue to work with the Health Department on having an inspection done. 

 Finally, in an effort to have open shifts covered at the Thrift Shop, a monthly schedule will be 

placed in the Parish Hall for times.  Sign up for a time or two to keep our mission going! 

Blessings, 

Mary Kay Mason 

ECW President 

Graduates will be honored on June 7th.   

Thank-you! Thank-you! Thank-you! 

Sincere thanks to Dick West for providing a framed 

(made from the old piano in parish hall) puzzle picture 

of Jesus and children that was blessed on Sunday, May 

17th and is hung over staircase going to the  

Sunday School classroom. Be sure to check it out. 
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TRANSFERS IN 
   

FUNERAL/MEMORIALS 

 

BAPTISMS/

CONFIRMATION 
     

WEDDINGS 

   

SERVICE LISTñPlease Be Sure to Find a Substitute in Your Absence 

G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

Altar Guild 

 

Jean Coon, Cathy Webster & Kaye Kneeshaw 

Altar Flowers Bob & Mary Ellen 

Thomas 

Clyde & Nancy 

Pearsall 

Lynne Coulter & 

Family 

Bob & Mary Ellen 

Thomas 

Sanctuary  

Candle 
Clyde & Nancy 

Pearsall 

Bill & Lori  

Schmidt 

Don & Nancy  

Wells 

Abi  

Warner 
 

Vestry Lockup 
 

Garnet Haase 

Clergy 

Serving 
Rev.  

Ann Norton 

Rev. 

Susan Rich 

Rev.  

Nancy Steele 

Rev.  

Nancy Breznau 

  
  

 

The Second  

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Graduation Sunday 

June 7 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

The Third 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

June 14 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

The Fourth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

June 21 

 
HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

The Fifth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

June 28 

 
HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

9:00 SERVICE 

Ushers/Greeters  

Craig & Sandy Arnold 

EM Nancy 

Wells 

Nancy  

Wells 

Bryan  

Ludlow 

Nancy 

Wells 

Lector 1* Harold 

Schneider 

Tanna  

Sherrill 

Barb  

Scharping 

Craig  

Arnold 

Lector 2** Nancy Wells Robert  

Thomas 

Mary Kay 

Mason 

Sandy  

Arnold 

 Acolytes     Josh Spencer Nick Bagadinski 

  Amy Webster Jennie Spencer 

  Blake Tocco Blake Tocco 

Hospitality 

Hosts 

Della 

Hammond 

Clyde & Nancy  

Pearsall 

Needed Needed 
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Nar-Anon  
  mtg 7:00 pm 

Nar-Anon  
  mtg 7:00 pm 

Nar-Anon  
  mtg 7:00 pm 

Nar-Anon  
  mtg 7:00 pm 

                   Grace Episcopal Church of Lapeer 

                     735 W. Nepessing St. 

                 Lapeer, MI  48446 

               810-664-2841    

                www.gracelapeer.org  

June 2015  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  
Wednes-

day  
Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  1 2 3 

 

 

 
6:30 pm  

The S Group  

4 

 
 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

Practice 

 

5 6 

7 

 
 

Graduate  

Sunday  
 

8 

 
 

9 10 
5:30  

Vestry Mtg  

 
6:30 pm  

The S Group  

11 12 13 

 

 
 

14 

  

15 16 17 
 

6:30 pm  

The S Group  

18 19 
 

 

20 

21 

  
 

22 23 

 

 

 
 

24 
 

 

6:30 pm  

The S Group  

25 26 

 
 

27Election of  

     new Presiding  

          Bishop 

 
 

28 

 
 
 

29 30 

 
 
 
 

      

9:00 Regular 
Sunday Service 

9:00 Regular 
Sunday Service 

9:00 Regular 
Sunday Service 

9:00 Regular 
Sunday Service 

******    Rev.   Sue on Vacation ******  

******    Rev.   Sue on Vacation ******  

****ECW Yard Sale ***** 

Nar-Anon  
  mtg 7:00 pm 

******    Rev. Sue on retreat ******  

General  Convention 

June 23ðJuly 3 

http://www.gracechurchlapeer.org/
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

Poised at my keyboard with one hour to whip off a newsletter article, I feel like a student 

waiting for the teacher to give the topic for the essay test, so I can begin writing. Unfortu-

nately, no one is here to give me the topic, except God and he isn’t talking yet. Well, maybe he 

is and I’m just not hearing him. 

 That’s nothing new. I’ve prayed for God’s guidance and then blamed him for mumbling 

plenty of times during my life. Usually, it’s a matter of not wanting to wait for his answer be-

fore taking action or not liking his answer and hoping if I play dumb long enough God will 

come up with an easier answer. But I’ve found that ignoring God isn’t a good action plan. 

 God knows what’s best for each of us, whether we have a clue or not.  He has all the in-

formation and can see the vast expanse of our lives. I on the other hand, have been busy pick-

ing lint off the front of my tank top. My focus is narrow, no matter how wide my horizons. 

Let’s face it, God just plain knows more than we do about everything.  

 It would be tempting to use God’s omniscience as an excuse for my own inactivity. 

Since God knows everything, let him do stuff, while I sit hear picking lint. Alas, God shares 

his knowledge with me when I need it, so I can do my own stuff. So if God, speaking through 

Lori, tells me I need to get to my computer and pull a newsletter article out of thin air, then I 

know he’s gonna toss me the bone of an idea. Haven’t you ever heard God say, “Here gnaw on 

this for awhile?” I’m the only one who’s heard that, huh? Oh well …. 

 God doesn’t give us a task without equipping us for that task. Sometimes we take things 

on for which we aren’t equipped but I’m guessin’ when we do that, we weren’t listening for 

God to guide us. A lot of internal and external factors can play into our decision making and 

God’s words of wisdom can and do get drowned out by the din. 

 In the midst of our noisy busy lives, we need some quiet time to listen to our Lord. 

Whether we have a month or a moment, we need to lower the volume in our minds and in our 

surroundings. Sometimes I’m afraid God is going to tell me I need to make changes in my life 

so I can keep growing. Other times I’m scared he’s gonna tell me I have to let go of people or 

things dear to me. 

 Sure God may say things that we don’t want to hear but he also speaks words of encour-

agement and comfort, hope and peace, life and growth. I may not like what I hear but I know 

whatever God says, it’s spoken with love. We can trust in our Lord to tell us exactly what we 

need to know at precisely the right moment.  

 Let’s be ready to listen by taking a few deep breaths, turning off the televisions and tele-

phones, putting down the newspapers and dust rags, even for just a few minutes. If we can 

learn to recognize God’s voice in the quiet times then we’ll be better able to hear it when we’re 

caught in life’s storms. 

 Well, my hour is up and I have to get this to Lori. Did I hear what God wanted me to 

share? I guess you’ll have to be the judges. 
 

       Yours in Christ,  Garnet Haase 

“Waiting For A Word”...by Garnet Haase 
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Phone:  810-664-2841  ■  Fax:  810-664-7380 

E-mail:  gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net 

Web site: www.gracelapeer.org 
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Vestry                                          Phone                 Liaisons                
 

Harold Schneider Senior Warden  810-664-1398  Administration 

Garnet Haase Junior Warden  810-664-2878  Building & Grounds 

Mary Kay Mason     Clerk of the Vestry   810-245-0020  Hospitality Outreach/ 

                  Parish Life 

Duane Gillis Vestry Member  810-247-5531  Christian Education/

              Formation 

Nancy Wells Vestry Member  810-412-4414  Worship/Altar Guild 
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                                     Staff             Rotating Priests 
Nick Ward  Organist   Rev. Ann Norton  St. John the Baptist  

Lori Schmidt  Administrative Assistant Rev. Sarah Parks      Otter Lake 

Kathy Levitt  Custodian  Rev. Nancy Steele 


